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WARMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


medical  Officer's  Report  for  1910. 


Warminster.  January  28th,  1911. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  once  more  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  to 
the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

DEATH  RATE. 

From  the  tabular  forms  accompanying  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
deaths  of  81  persons  were  registered  in  the  district,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of 
12'8  per  1,000,  but  to  this  number  must  be  added  the  deaths  of  13  persons  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  dying  in  institutions  outside  the  district,  which  increases  the 
death-rate  to  13  0  per  1,000.  The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
numbered  8,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  only  69  per  1,000  children  born.  Three  of 
these  deaths  were  of  children  prematurely  born,  who  only  survived  their  birth  a 
few  hours,  and  one  from  injuries  received  immediately  after  birth.  Three  deaths 
occurred  from  Phthisis  and  ten  from  Cancer  ;  one  of  the  deaths  from  Phthisis 
occurred  in  a  female  66  years  of  age  ;  two  deaths  were  reported  from  accident,  and 
three  cases  of  suicide  were  recorded. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  births,  which  are  much  below  the  average  of  the  last  five  years, 
numbered  115,  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  19-0  per  1,000. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I  will  now  refer  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 
The  district  as  a  whole  was  practically  free,  as  seven  of  the  eight  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Horningsham,  and  the  remaining  one  in  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Corsley  ;  the  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  one 
family  at  Crockerton,  and  the  case  of  Enteric  occurred  in  a  young  man  in  domestic 


service  in  London,  who  returned  to  his  home  suffering  from  the  disease.  Dr. 
Harding  Bremridge,  the  School  Medical  Officer,  has  lately  made  arrangements  to 
ensure  early  and  systematic  notification  of  suspicious  cases  of  illness  from  school 
teachers  in  the  elementary  schools  to  the  district  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which 
will  enable  the  latter  to  take  prompt  action  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  disease. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  abundant,  and  I  think  it  speaks  well  for  the  general 
purity  of  the  water  in  the  district  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  Enteric 
during  the  past  ten  years.  The  villages  of  Heytesbury,  Norton  Bavant,  Corsley, 
Stockton,  Upton  Scudamore,  and  Bishopstrow  have  a  proper  water  supply,  the 
latter  village  being  supplied  from  the  Warminster  mains.  During  a  very  dry 
season  the  water  supply  in  the  villages  of  Imber  and  Chitterne  is  precarious,  but 
there  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  for  the  past  few  years,  nor  do  I  think  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  is  likely  to  occur  at  present. 

COTTAGE  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  the  villages  in  the  district  have  been  systematically  inspected,  and  there 
is  no  sign  of  improved  structural  condition  of  the  cottages,  still  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  houses  and  gardens  are  kept  in  a  much  better  state  than  formerly.  Very 
few  new  cottages  have  been  erected,  and  many  of  the  old  cottages  have  been 
getting  worse  and  worse  every  year,  and  in  some  of  the  villages,  particularly  Itnber, 
Chitterne,  Stocktoi^,  and  Sherrington,  there  are  a  number  of  unsatisfactory  cottages 
that  are  becoming  most  uninhabitable.  I  visited  the  parish  of  Imber  a  few  days  ago,  as 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  village  was  in  a  deplorable  condition  from  the  flooding  of 
the  majority  of  the  cottages,  although  at  my  visit  I  found  none  of  the  floors  under  water 
the  effects  were  plainly  visible,  and  the  floors,  which  are  invariably  of  brick  or  stone, 
showed  unmistakable  signs  of  recent  Hooding  ;  notwithstanding  this  state  of  affairs 
the  general  health  of  the  village  was  satisfactory.  The  style  of  closet  is  gradually 
being  improved,  and  although  there  are  still  a  number  of  vaults  remaining,  we 
endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  get  them  replaced,  when  an  opportunity  presents 
itself,  by  bucket  or  earth  closet  ;  in  the  latter  case  cottagers  generally  use  ashes, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  impress  upon  them  that  ashes  have  not  the  same  deodorising 
power  that  dry  earth  has.  There  is  no  system  of  drainage  in  any  of  the  village, 
consequently  only  those  persons  who  are  able  to  have  a  system  of  drainage  for 
themselves  can  have  water-closets  in  their  dwellings.  There  are  no  arrangements 
in  the  district  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

In  my  inspection  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  I  am  invariably  accompanied 
by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  limewashing 
required  occasionally,  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  any  of  the  dairies.  The 
majority  of  the  farmers  send  their  milk  away,  and  consequently  make  little  or  no 
use  of  their  dairies.  The  cowsheds  are  improved,  but  the  floors  in  many  cases  are 
bad,  and  in  the  majority  of  farms  the  yards  through  which  the  cattle  have  to  pass, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Warminster, 

February  15th,  1911. 


In  presenting  this,  the  last  report  I  shall  have  the  privilege  of  submitting  to  the  Council  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy  I  have  always  experienced  at  your  hands,  during  the  twenty-four  years  I  have  held  the 
appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  I  must  also  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Lawton  for  the  great 
help  he  has  given  me. 

From  the  tables  accompanying  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
numbered  82,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  iq'S  per  1,000,  from  this  number  must  be  deducted  the  deaths  of  ten 
persons  dying  in  the  Workhouse,  and  four  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  of  non-residents,  but  an  addition  must  be 
made  of  two  deaths  of  residents  who  died  in  the  County  Asylum  ;  these  reductions  and  additions  reduce  the 
number  of  deaths  to  70,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  12-6  per  1,000. 

Twenty-one  deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions  in  the  district,  viz.,  eleven  in  the  Cottage  Hospital, 
and  ten  in  the  Workhouse.  Four  deaths  occurred  from  cancer  and  five  from  phthisis.  Only  five  infants 
died  under  one  year  of  age,  three  of  which  were  premature,  births  and  only  survived  their  birth  a  few  hours, 
this  equals  a  death-rate  of  62  per  1,000  children  born. 

The  births  numbered  8r,  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  i4-6  per  1,000,  this  compares  unfavourably  with  the 
average  of  the  past  ten  years  of  20^2  per  1,000,  and  which  has  during  that  period  been  as  high  as  23 
per  1,000. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  to  me,  viz.,  one  case  of  Smallpox,  eleven  of 
Diphtheria,  two  cases  of  Erysipelas,  and  four  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  a  man 
admitted  to  the  casual  ward  of  the  Workhouse,  in  the  ordinary  way,  there  was  great  obscurity  in  the  case  but 
I  have  no  doubt  it  was  a  case  of  suppressed  Smallpox.  Seven  of  the  Diphtheria  cases,  and  one  of  the  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital;  one  of  the  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  in  a 
puerperal  woman.  The  provision  of  conjoint  Smallpox  and  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Urban  and  Rural 
districts  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  both  Councils  without  any  definite  conclusion  being  arrived  at, 
but  I  hear  on  good  authority  that  the  County  Council  will,  at  an  early  date,  put  pressure  on  to  compel  the 
District  Councils  to  seriously  consider  the  matter. 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  is  now  on  a  firm  basis,  and  as  far  as  I  can  see,  there  can  be  no  possibility 
of  any  shortage  of  water  occurring  in  the  future. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds.  There  are  eighteen  purveyors  of  milk 
in  the  district,  five  of  whom  send  their  milk  away.  The  dairies  are  always  found  satisfactory,  and  there  has 
been  a  great  improvement  in  the  cowsheds  since  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Council  about  two  years 
ago,  when  the  unsatisfactory  cowsheds  were  visited  by  a  committee  of  the  Council,  who  suggested  that  certain 
alterations  were  required,  which  were  expeditiously  carried  out. 

Proper  regulations  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  have  now 
been  arranged,  and  a  commencement  will  be  made  at  once.  I  do  not  take  it,  as  some  seem  to  think,  that 
this  Act  means  a  wholesale  closing  of  cottages,  but  rather  that  a  plan  or  register  shall  be  taken  of  each  house 
in  the  district,  and  in  addition  the  condition  of  some  of  the  worst  tenements  in  the  town  shall  be  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Council  for  them  to  deal  with  month  by  month.  I  surmise  that  about  five  per  cent,  of 
houses  under  the  ,£16  rental  will  require  attention  by  the  Council.  If  all  the  inferior  and  smaller  cottages 
are  closed,  what  will  become  of  the  tenants  with  only  5s.  or  6s.  per  week,  who  are  unable  to  pay  more  than 
about  is.  6d.  per  week  rental,  this,  I  think,  is  a  matter  for  grave  consideration. 

The  closet  accommodation  is  improved,  and  is  improving  yearly,  but  is  still  somewhat  imperfect.  As  a 
rule  in  the  older  cottages  there  is  about  one  closet  for  every  two  cottages,  but  whenever  possible,  and  in  all 
newly  erected  houses,  the  Council  insist  on  a  separate  water  closet  for  each  house.  There  are  still  a  few 
privies  of  the  old  type,  with  cesspits  that  require  emptying  at  intervals,  but  the  few  there  are,  are  situated  at  a 
distance  from  the  abode,  and  cause  no  nuisance.  Quite  a  moiety  of  the  houses  have  moveable  receptacles, 
or  scrape-outs  behind  which  are  attended  to  every  week,  but  we  endeavour  as  much  as  possible  to  impose 
water  closets  where  a  sewer  is  available.  In  many  cases  where  the  closets  are  away  from  the  house  in 
exposed  situations,  hand  flushing  is  allowed  as  there  is  the  danger  of  the  pipes  and  tanks  becoming  frozen  in 
severe  weather,  with  consequent  bursting  of  the  pipes. 

There  are  seven  slaughter-houses  in  the  town,  four  of  which  are  used  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  only; 
all  these  have  been  inspected,  at  least  twice  during  the  year,  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  bakehouses  are  kept  clean  and  regularly  whitewashed.  There  is  one  certified  underground  bake¬ 
house.  Three  of  the  bakehouses  are  of  most  modern  construction,  and  compare  favourably  with  any  in  the 

county. 

Workshops. — We  endeavour  to  inspect  each  workshop  at  least  once  a  year,  and  in  company  with  the 
Sanitary  Officer  I  have  inspected  each  one  on  the  list.  The  principal  work  carried  on  is  tailoring  and  dress¬ 
making,  and  about  one  hundred  hands  are  employed  in  these  departments.  There  are  only  three  outworkers 
employed  by  firms  in  the  town,  one  by  a  tailor  and  two  by  the  Shirt  Factory,  but  as  I  have  mentioned  in 
former  reports,  there  are  a  number  of  outworkers  in  different  parts  of  the  town  employed  by  a  firm  of  glovers 
at  Westbury.  The  Saw  Mills,  Shirt  Factory,  Iron  Works,  and  Corn  Mills  have  been  visited  and  inquiries 
made  as  to  the  sanitary  conveniences. 

The  one  common  lodging-house  we  always  find  clean  and  well  kept. 

I  have  personally  attended  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Council,  and  reported  on  any  insanitary 
condition,  or  case  of  infectious  disease,  and  I  have  visited  all  cases  reported  to  me. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDK.  I.  FLOWER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Warminster 
Urban  District  Council. 


from  pasture  to  shed,  are  a  veritable  quagmire. 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  district  is  systematically  inspected  by  myself  and  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  reports  of  any  sanitary  defects  are  regularly  made  to  the  Council 
at  their  monthly  meetings.  The  slaughterhouses,  which  are  three  in  number,  we 
always  find  nicely  kept,  and  the  bakehouses  as  a  rule  are  in  good  order.  There  is 
one  registered  underground  bakehouse  at  Sutton  Veny. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

This  being  a  purely  agricultural  district,  the  act  is  of  little  practical  use  in 
the  district,  as  in  addition  to  a  carpenter’s  and  blacksmith’s  shop  in  most  of  the 
villages,  there  are  also  a  few  harness  makers  and  plumbers  which  are  carried  on 
generally  by  the  occupier  without  assistance.  There  are  a  few  corn  mills  driven 
by  water  power,  and  wool-stapling  stores  at  Codford  and  Sutton  Veny  employing 
about  a  dozen  hands.  There  are  no  firms  in  the  district  employing  outworkers, 
but  there  are  a  number  of  outworkers,  employed  by  a  firm  of  glovers  at  Westbury 
(lists  of  these  outworkers  have  been  received)  who  reside  principally  in  Corsley, 
Upton  Scudamore  and  Horningsham.  No  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the 
district,  and  there  are  no  common  lodging-houses. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  /.  FLOWER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Warminster  Rural  District  Council. 


&  K.  J.  Price,  Printers ,  War  mi  lister. 


Rural  District  Council. 


